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The SELECT COMMITTEE appointed to enquire into tlie 
Corn Trade of the United Kingdom, and to report Their Obser- 
vations together with their Opinion thereupon to The House; and 
who were empowered to report the Minutes of the Evidence taken 
before- Them; — Have examined the matters to Them referred, and 
have agreed upon the following REPORT: 



r ]P H E Returns of the Exports and Imports, and Average Prices of Corn, for 
the last twenty-one years, which were presented, to The House on the 1 7th of 
March last, first attracted the attention of Your Committee. 

From these it appears that the value of foreign corn imported into Great 
Britain during that period, according to the average market prices, amounted to 
58,634,135 L ;* that the average price of the quarter of wheat for the same period 
has been 77 s. 3 cl. and that the average price of it for the last four years has 
been 105^. $d. 

Your Committee are of opinion, that so great a degree of dependence on 
foreign countries for a sufficient supply of food, and so great an advance in the 
price of wheat as is hereby proved, require the interposition of Parliament with- 
out further delav, in order that some remedy may be applied to evils of such 
great prejudice to the public welfare. 

Under this impression, and with a view of ascertaining what measures it would 
become Your Committee to propose, as best calculated to induce our own people 
to raise a sufficient supply for themselves from their own soil, and at the same 
time to reduce the prices of corn, they have examined into the means which the 
United Kingdom possesses of growing more corn, and into those laws which Iroin 
time to time have been made for regulating the corn trade. 

In order to ascertain the means of growing more corn, certain queries were 
communicated to the Board of Agriculture, and to the Farming Society of Ireland, 
which, together with the answers that have been returned to them, are given in the 
Appendix! — Your Committee also judged it expedient to examine more par- 
ticularly into the circumstances of Ireland, in consequence of the new and peculiar 
character which that part of the United Kingdom 'has of late filled as a tillage 
country. 

The result of their enquiries is as follows : 

In regard to Great Britain, that there has been a great increase of tillage during 
the last ten years; that the land now in tillage is capable of being made much 
more productive by the extension of the improved system of cultivation, and that 
much land now in grass is fit to be converted into tillage. 

The answers of the Farming Society of Ireland to the queries of the Com- 
mittee, show that there has been a very considerable increase of tillage in that 
country in the course of the last ten. years ; estimated by many skilful persons at 
nearly one fourth. That the land already in tillage is capable of being rendered 
much more, productive ; that the same land in some parts, upon which formerly 
seven, barrels of wheat the acre was considered a good return, now yields by better 

management 



Appendix, (No. 1.) 



* £. 2,826,94 7. was 
paid for Counties on 
Corn imported from 
1796 to 1803. 
Papers, printed by 
Jan. 5, 1804. 
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4 REPORT from The SELECT COMMITTEE 
management (without the loss of two seasons rent and labour under the system of 
open fallow) at least ten barrels the acre ; and that there arc very considerable 
tracts of land now in grass fit to be converted into tillage : almost all the meadows 
and pastures which are dry and free from rock being capable of producing a crop 
of lea-oats with one plouglung, and of being made productive afterwards by rota- 
tion crops in the usual way. 

The evidence of several persons well acquainted with Ireland concurs in proving 
that the tillage of Ireland has of late years . increased very much, and is capable 
of being still further increased. Of the actual practicable increase it is impossible 
to form any correct opinion ; but when all the various circumstances are taken 
into consideration which exist in Ireland favourable to such an increase, the pro- 
duction of a much greater -quantity of corn may be expected than would be 
sufficient to provide for the average deficiency (calculated upon the importation 
for the last ten years,) of the produce of this country to supply its own wants. 

The fertility of the soil ; the fitness of the climate ; the abundance of lime- 
stone and limestone-gravel ; the cheapness of labour ; and the general convenience 
of water carriage ; together with the progress made in the course of a few years 
in extending .and improving the cultivation of the land, form the most complete 
proof of the ability of Ireland to become eminently serviceable to this country, 
by affording to its great manufacturing population abundance of all kinds of food 
at moderate prices. For the great supply .of Irish corn will not only lower its 
price, but contribute to the conversion of much land in England now under corn, 
into cultivation for food, for sheep and cattle, and thus allow of milk and 
butchers meat being sold at much lower prices than they can be sold for, w hile 
flic quantity of land applicable to this Sort of produce is limited, as it now is, 
by the scanty supply, and consequently high price, of corn. 

The following comparison of the prices of corn in Ireland, coupled with the 
value of corn exported from thence in the last year, amounting to 2,938,180/. 
afford a striking practical illustration of the foregoing reasoning : 

April 1812: April 1813: 

The highest price of Wheat per barrel of 20 stone was 83 s. - - - 6 os. 

- - - - - of Earley, per barrel of 16 stone - 44s. - - - 29s. 

----- of Oats, per barrel of 14 stone - - 2 >A S - ~ ~ ' 23 s. 

It is worthy of observation, how much larger the proportion of corn imported 
into Great Britain from Ireland is to the whole of the corn imported into Great 
Britain in the last five years, than it was in the preceding sixteen years. 

In the last five years the value of the whole imported was 1 8,934,359 /. ; of this 
was Irish com 6,507,884/., being •something more than one third of the whole. 

In the preceding 16 years the value of the whole imported was 54,586,787/. ; 
of this was Irish corn 8,379,027./. being 616,075/. more than one seventh 
of the whole. 

Upon the whole, it appears to Your Committee to be a fair practical inference 
to draw from this enquiry into the means which these countries possess of 
growing an additional quantity of corn, that they are able to produce as much 
more corn, in addition to that which they already grow, as would relieve them 
from the necessity of continuing in any degree dependent for a supply on foreign 
countries. 



Your Committee having thus disposed of the first head of the enquiry, which 
they have conceived it to be their duty to enter upon, now proceed to take a general 
review of the other part of it ; viz. the Laws for regulating the corn trade. 

The Act 15 Car. II. cap. 7, (Anno 1663) gave freedom to the inland com 
tirade, and perhaps contributed more both to the plentiful supply of the home 
.market, and to the increase of tillage, than any other law on the statute book. 

By 
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By the Act 22 Car. II. cap. 13, (Anno 1670) the importation of wheat, when- 
ever the price in the home market did not exceed 53 s. 4 (L. the quarter, was 
subjected to a duty of 16 s. the quarter, and to a duty of 8 s. whenever the 
price did not exceed 4 1. ; and to the duty of 5^- 4 d. the quarter, whenever 
the price exceeded 4 L. 

The average price of wheat for 20 years preceding 1666, was 2 1 . 17 s. 5k d. ; Tracts on 
for 20 years subsequent, 2/. 6s. 3d. . Corn Trade, 

p. 2$. 

By the Act 12 Car, II. c. 4, the exportation of corn was permitted whenever the 
-price of wheat did not exceed 405-. the quarter, and that of other grain in 
proportion. By the 1 5th of the same King, this liberty was extended till the price 
of wheat exceeded 48.5-. the quarter, and by the 2 2d to all higher prices; a poundage 
indeed was to be paid to the King upon such exportation. But all grain was rated 
so low in the book of rates that this poundage amounted only upon wheat to a 
shilling, upon oats to 4 d. and upon all other grain to 6d. the quarter. By the Act 
of the 1st of William and Mary this small duty was virtually taken off whenever 
the price of wheat did not exceed 48 s. die quarter, and by the 1 1 th and 1 2th of 
William the Third, c. 20, it was expressly taken off at all higher prices. 

The 1st Will. st. 1, c. 12, gave a bounty of 5 s. the quarter od every quarter 
of wheat exported, so long as the price was at or below 48 s. the quarter. 

These several laws together formed a system for regulating the corn trade upon 
the principles of restraining importation and encouraging exportation ; and under 
this system the corn trade continued till 1 7C5. 

How far it was successful the following Table will prove. 



A TABLE showing the average Prices of' Middling Wheat per statute Quarter; the ^Chalmers* 
average Excess of the Exports of every sort of Corn, Flour, and Meal ; the average itundtc ’ sm 
Imports of the same, from 1697 inclusive, to 1764 inclusive. 



PERIODS. 


The Price of ! 
Wheat per Statute 
Quarter. 


The Excess of j 
Exports. 


The Excess of 
Imports. 






S. 


d. 


Qrr. 




5 years ending - - 


1701 


42 


8 


139,866 




6 ditto - 


1707 i 


25 


! 


289,304 




4 ditto - 


1711 


49 


9 1 


299*367 : 




4 ditto - 


1715 


37 


8 


453*986 




4 ditto - 


1719 


33 


1 


485,852 j 




5 ditto - 


1724 


28 


10 


532,732 ; 




5 ditto - 


1720 


37 


7 


216,643 




5 ditto - - 


1734 


25 


9 


468,844 ] 




5 ditto - 


J 739 


30 


10 


597,462 




5 ditto - 


1744 


28 


7 


446,378 1 




5 ditto - - 


J 74 9 


27 


9 


932,693 ; 




5 ditto - - 


1754 


30 


5 


1,080,077 




$ ditto - 


1 759 


36 


2 


<273,805 




5 ditto - - — - - 


1764 


30 


7 


696,117 








465 


7 . 






Average - 


- - 


33 


3 







Dirom's Inquiry. 
App. IV. 



1S4. 
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6 REPORT from The SELECT COMMITTEE 

Diroiuiinquiry, j n , 755, an j eac h of the seven following years, laws were made prohibiting the 
P ' exportation of corn, and allowing the importation of corn duty free ; and in 1773., 
the Act 13 Geo. III. c. 43 was passed, which established a new system with 
•regard to the corn. laws. 

By this Statute the high duties imposed by 22 Car. II. c. 13. were taken off so 
-soon as the price of middling wheat rose to 48 s. the quarter, and the bounty of 
55. upon the exportation of wheat ceased so soon as the price rose to 44 s. the 
quarter, instead of 48 s. the price at which it. ceased by the Act 1 William and 
Mary, st. 1. c. .12. 

The continuation of the foregoing Table mil show how far the new system, 
which commenced with the annual Act of 1765, and of the following years, has 
been as successful as the old system in securing a sufficient supply of corn at 
:ino derate prices. 



PERIODS. 


Price of Wheat 
per Statute 
Quarter. 


Excess of Exports. 


Excess of Imports. 




s. d. 


Qrs. 


Qrs. 


-5 Years, ending - - 1769 


43 2 


~ ~ - 


223,184 


Ditto - 1774 


47 9* 


- - - 


276,206 


Ditto 1779 


4o 9 


- - - 


2 9°>595 


Ditto - 1784 


45 9 i 


- - - 


185,906 


Ditto - — - - - 1789 


43 3 ' 


- - - 


198,716 


Ditto - 1794 


47 2 


- - - 


1,145.584 




267 1.1 






Average Price per Quarter - 


44 7 







•In 1791, a new general corn law was made, the 31 Geo. III. c. 30. 

By this Statute the high duty on importation was to be paid while the price 
of middling wheat was under 505. ; when it was at 50 s. but under 54 s. there 
was payable on importation, 2 s. 6 d . the quarter; and when at or above 54s. 
sixpence the quarter. 

By this Statute the bounty of 55. was given on exportation .when the price of 
wheat was under 44 s; and exportation was prohibited when it was at or 
above 46 s. 

Appendix, It appears from the corn returns laid before the House this session, that 
(No. 1.) 12,553,587 quarters of . foreign corn, and 2,693,461 cwts. of foreign meal and 

flour, (exclusive of Irish corn and flour,-) amounting in value to 37,6.13,435/. w ere 
imported from 1792, to 1803, both inclusive; and that the average price of the 
quarter of wheat for this period, was 68 s. 5 d. 

In 1 804 a new law was passed, which is still in force, and by which the high 
duty on importation is to be paid till the price of vvheat is 63 s. the quarter ; when 
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on the CORN TRADE of The UNITED KINGDOM. 7 
at that price, but under 66 s. there is payable a duty of 2 s. 6 d. the quarter ; 
when at or above 66 s. ,a duty of 6 d. the quarter. 

By this statute the bounty of 5 s. is paid on exportation, if the price of wheat 
is at or under 485. the quarter; and exportation is prohibited when it is at or 
above 545. 

It, appears from the same returns, that in the 9 years, from 1804 to 1812, 
both inclusive, there has been imported 5,883,844 quarters of foreign corn, 
1 ,905,06 1 cwts. of foreign flour, (exclusive of Irish corn and flour,) amounting in 
value to 21,021,700/.; and that the average price of the quarter of wheat during 
that period is 88 s. 11 d. 



This Review of the Corn Laws shews, that so long as the system of restraining 
importation, and encouraging exportation, was persevered in, Great Britain not 
only supplied herself, but exported a considerable quantity of corn ; and also that 
the prices were steady and moderate. 

That since that system was abandoned, and during the whole period of the 
-continuance of the system that was substituted in its place, of encouraging im- 
■ portation and restraining exportation, that is, from 1765 to the present time, 

Great Britain has not only not supplied herself, but has imported vast quantities 
-from foreign countries ; and also that the price has been progressively advancing 
from an average of 33 s. $d. the quarter of wheat for 68 years, under the old 
system, to an average of 88 s. 11 d. for the last 9 years, under the new one. 

The various evils which belong to so great an importation from foreign countries, 
to so great an expenditure of our money, in promoting the improvement and 
cultivation of those countries, at the loss of a similar extent of improvement and 
cultivation of our own, and to the established high prices of corn, are so nu- 
merous, and so mischievous, that every one will readily allow they are deserving 
.of the serious attention of Parliament. In respect to the proper remedy to be 
applied, considerable light is thrown upon the subject by the strong coincidence 
of plenty and low prices with a system -of restricted importation, and of scanty 
supply and high prices with the contrary system. This forcibly points out the 
.expediency of recurring to the principles of those laws which were so beneficial 
in practice from the time of their commencement in 1670, till their abandonment 
in 1765. 

The correctness of this view of the corn trade is further borne out by what 
‘has lately occurred in regard to it, in consequence of the continental system of 
-the French government. For many years previous to the establishing of this 
•system the trade in grain between this country and the continent was virtually 
a free trade. The laws for regulating and restraining it being wholly inoperative 
in consequence of the high prices. But none of those advantages were the result, 
which those who advocate the principle of a free trade assume to belong to it; 
for the imports of grain, as well as the prices of it, went on gradually increasing, 

•When the continental system put an end to all commercial intercourse with 
those countries from which corn is usually imported into Great Britain, except 
•through the means of licenses, and thus imposed great difficulties upon the im- 
portation of foreign corn ; though the prices continued to advance, the quantity of 
.corn grown in consequence of this advance in price, and of the steadiness of the 
price, particularly in Ireland, has been so much greater than it was before, for 
many years, that the supply in the last year was equal to the consumption, for 
the first time since i7b'4. For the value of corn exported from the United Appendix 
Kingdom in 1812 to foreign countries amounts to 1,498,229/. while the value of (^’ os>1 - &li 
foreign corn imported amounts to 1.213,850/. 

This 
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This circumstance, which can only be fairly traced to the restricted importation, 
^eenis to Your Committee to place the question beyond all doubt of which of the 
-two systems, a free, or restricted trade, is the best ; and to corroborate most con- 
clusively the general inference already drawn from the review of the corn laws 
and corn trade from 1670 to the present time. 

As it appears to Your Committee, that if the regulating price for allowing im- 
portation is made a very high one, it is the best possible protection the grower 
•can have, they do not conceive it will be expedient to continue the bounty on the 
exportation of corn ; at the same time they recommend most strongly that the 
free exportation of it should be allowed to all countries, till the price becomes 
■what may he considered a very high one. 

Your Committee cannot comprehend the policy of encouraging the importation 
of corn into these countries, as attempted by the existing laws, from our North 
American possessions, while die natural market for it is clearly in our West India 
islands. 

Upon the same principles which have influenced Your Committee throughout 
this Report, they think it right to advise the prohibition of the importation of 
foreign Flour and Meal. Such a measure would be highly beneficial to our own 
millers, who are deserving of every protection, as being that class of persons 
engaged in die corn trade, whose capital and intelligence are of the greatest service 
,in all scarce years, in so regulating the consumption, that it shall approach to 
the true proportion to the supply. Besides, such a prohibition having been the 
law in Ireland for some years ; and great benefit having been derived from it, 
as the same policy should prevail in both countries, it is certainly more 
advisable to adopt it here than repeal it there, with a view of an assimilation of 
the laws of both countries, which in this, as well as in all other cases, in the 
opinion of Your Committee, ought to be the governing principle of legislation 
for all parts of the United Kingdom. 

Your Committee recommend the following Resolutions to The House, which 
thev have framed according to the form of the Resolutions adopted by the Committee 
of the whole House in 1 804. If adopted, they will give effect, in the opinion of Your 
Committee, to those principles which long and comparative experience has fully 
proved to be the best calculated to render us independent of foreign countries, and 
preserve the prices of corn at the same time both steady and moderate. 

1. Resolved, 

THAT it is expedient, that so much of an Act of the 44th year of the reign 
of His present Majesty, as regulates the Prices at which Corn, Grain, Malt, Meal 
aud Flour, may be exported from the United Kingdom, and Foreign Corn, Grain, 
JVieal and Flour, may he imported into the United Kingdom, and also the Duties 
and Bounties payable thereon, be Repealed. 

2. Resolved, 

THAT it is expedient that Ireland should be divided into four maritime 
Districts, and four inland Districts ; and that the prices of Corn and Grain within 
them, should be taken and returned to the Receiver of Corn Returns, in like 
manner as in England. 

3. Resolved, 

THAT it is expedient, that ihe importation and exportation of Com, Grain, 
Meal and Flour, should be regulated by the aggregate average price of Corn and 
Grain in the whole of the twelve maritime Districts of England and Wales , the four 
maritime Districts of Scotland, and the four maritime Districts of Ireland. 

4. Resolved, 
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4. Resolved, 



THAT 


[ WHEAT. 


RYE. 


PEASE 
BEAK S. 


B A BLEY 
BEER or BIGG, 

MALT 
wade from Barley 
Beer or Bigt*. 


OATS. 


If Above - - per Quarter 

No Export allowable. 


«. d. 
90- 2. 


s. d. 
56- 3- 


s. d. 

57- 7- 


s. d. 
46. 5- 


5 . d. 
3 >* 0. 



But that the above prices shall be the prices for regulating the Exportation of 
Corn, Grain, Meal, Malt, and Flour, no longer than 1st February 1814: And that 
in lieu of them, other prices shall be fixed by the Receiver of Corn Returns’ 
on the 1st day of January 1814, and on each subsequent ist day of January, 
and published in the following London Gazette: Which Prices shall be calculated 
in the manner following, viz. To the average price of the 20 preceding years of 
each sort of Corn and Grain, one-seventh part shall be added ; and the sum shall 
be the price at or above which the Exportation of Corn, Grain, Malt, and Flour 
shall not be allowable. ' 

5. Resolved, 



1 HAT the respective Duties hereinafter mentioned be charged on all Corn 
and Grain imported into the United Kingdom ; 



* - ' ’ 1 


f 

WHEAT ; 


RYE, PEASE, 
and BEANS: 


BARLEY, 
BEER, and BIGG : 


OATS: 




4. d. s. d. 


S. d. s. d. 


s. d. s. d. 


A 


If Under, - - per Quarter 


105. 2. - - - 


63. 2- - - - 


54- 2. - - . 




High Duty - - - 


- - - - 24. 3. 


- - - - 22. O. 


- - - - 22. 0. 




If At or Above, per Quarter 


105. 2. - - - 


65. 2. - - - 


54-2. - - - 




But Under, - - ditto 


135. 2. - - - 


83.ll. - - - 


69. 0. - - - 


46. 10. - — 


First low Duty - - 


- - - - 2. 6. 


- - - - 1. 6. 






If At or Above, per Quarter 


135- 2. - - - 


83.ll. - - - 


69. 0. - - - 


46. 10. - — 


Second low Duty - - 


- - - - 0. 6. 




- - - - 0. 3 . 


■ - - - 0. 2. 



But that the above prices shall bs the prices for regulating the Importation of 
Corn and Grain no longer than 1st February 1814: And that, in lieu thereof, 
other prices shall be fixed by the Receiver of Corn Returns, on the 1st of January 
1814, and on the 1st of January in each subsequent year, and published in the fol- 
lowing London Gazette: Which Prices shall be calculated in the manner following; 
viz. To the average price of the preceding 20 years, of each sort of Corn and 
Grain, shall be added onc-third part thereof, and the sum shall be the price under 
■which Importation may take place at the high Duty : To the average price of the 
preceding 20 years, of each sort of Corn and Grain, five-seventh parts thereof 
shall be added, and the sum shall be the price between which, and the price at 
w hich Importation may take place at the high Duty, importation may take place at 
the first low Duty ; and this also shall be the price at or above which importation 
may take place at the second low Duty. 

(>. Resolved, 

T II A T it is expedient that no foreign Hour or Meal be allowed to be ira- 
ported into Great Britain. 



184. 
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MINUTES OF EVIDENCE. 



Mortis, 30® die Martij, 1813. 

Sir HENRYPARNELL, Baronet, in The Chair. 



Mr. Edward Wakefield , called in, and Examined. 

HAVE you been much in Ireland lately ? — I have been backwards and forwards a Mr. 

great deal in Ireland, but not there since Christmas 1 809. • Edward Wakefield ~ 

Have you been there at different times ? — Yes ; I was there the whole of the year '• ^ 1 

1809, and the greater part of the year 1808; of course I can speak of nothing since 
1809. 

Did you attend to the state of agriculture there ? — Particularly there. 

Can you state to the Committee whether the export of corn from Ireland has in- 
creased of late years? — I have taken out from Mr. Arthur Young’s Tour in Ireland, 
part 2d, page 86 of the quarto edition, the average Imports and Exports from the 
year 1757 to the year 1777, the average annual Imports were in money 83,270 /. 
during those years, and the average annual Exports 64,87 1 1. ; the balance annual loss 
apparently against Ireland was 18 ,399/.; that according to these returns, up to the 
year 1777, Ireland was an importing corn country then ; from the year 1772 to the 
year 181 1 the Exports have increased from 40,774 /. to 724,090 /. 

Are the sums you have named official value? — Certainly official value. 

Is the land now under tillage in Ireland capable of being made more productive 
by an improved system of husbandry ? — The average produce of the tillage-lands in 
Ireland, under the present system of husbandry, appears to me very small, and capable 
of great increase in every county and every part of Ireland. For the purpose of ascer- 
taining the question of the quantity of produce, I distributed printed queries in the year 
1 809 throughout Ireland, and the answers I have printed in various parts of an Account 
of Ireland which I have lately published; and the result of the whole is reduced into 
one table, and may be found in volume the first, page 605 ; those queries were for- 
warded to intelligent persons whose names are inserted with the answers, and their 
replies I conceive to be an authority quite unquestionable, and accord with the ob- 
servations which I was myself enabled to make in a tour through every county, and 
I believe I may say every barony in the kingdom. 

Is there much land in Ireland now in pasture or meadow capable of grow ing com 
w ithout considerable expense being incurred in draining, fencing, & c. ? — '1 he quantity 
is so great that it would be difficult to state a proportion that would be too large. 

Can you state any thing like the proportion it bears to the lands at present in til- 
lage? — I cannot do that. 

It bears a very great proportion to the lands in tillage at present ? — A very great 
proportion . 

What sort of land is this ? — I think there is a vast deal of pasture-land too good to 
break up. 

What description of pasture does your answer refer to? — All that pasture which 
is not the very best bullock-land or limestone-pasture, the staple of which is not deep 
enough for tillage. 

Would the conversion of such pasture-land into tillage under a good course of 
crops diminish materially the quantity of stock that is now reared and fed upon such 
land?— I think not, under a perfect system of huibandry. 

What do you mean by a perfect system of husbandry? — The introduction of a 
course of green crops, turnips and artificial grasses. 

Has 
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Ur. Has the improved system of agriculture to which you allude been introduced into 

Edward iVakc field. Ireland, and is the practice increasing? — At present it appears to me to be very much 
'* • confined to the farming of gentlemen. 

Is there much coarse wet land that might be made good tillage-land by draining 
and otherwise improving ? — A very great deal. I should think that in some counties 
in the west, one half of their whole extent. 

Do you conceive that large tracts of this description of land might be rendered 
productive of corn at a considerable expense ? — I have no doubt of it. 

Do those parts of Ireland in which this kind of land principally is found afford 
natural manures? — Fossil manures, particularly limestone, or limestone-gravel, abounds 
in almost the whole of Ireland. 

Can those fossil manures, the lime for instance, be converted into manure at a small 
expense ; is there a quantity of coal or fuel? — It is converted generally with English 
coal and turf, and within the vicinity of the Kilkenny collieries with the native 
coal. 

What is vout opinion of the nature of limestone-gravel with regard to its preva- 
lence in different parts of Ireland, and its use in agriculture in Ireland ? — The ex- 
tent of limestone-gravel is very great, and it is probably the best manure that is known ; 
with the exception of one or two counties it is to be found in every county in Ire- 
land ; the manner in which it is used is without burning it, as lime is prepared ; but it 
is taken from the spot where it is fouud, and immediately put upon the land in many 
places, being the sub-soil. 

Is there much lime burnt in Ireland for the purposes of manure ? — A vast deal. 

Which is preferable, lime or limestone-gravel ? — That depends upon local circum- 
stances. 

What are the impediments to the convertibility of the before-mentioned coarfe 
lands into a productive state of cultivation ?— The principal impediment is the want 
of a demand ; but there are other impediments, which, I conceive, are of a political 
nature, and it is for the Committee to determine whether I shall explain them or not. 
I conceive it to be an axiom in political economy that demand is the parent of produc- 
tion ; and it ever this principle was more particularly exemplified in one country than 
in another, it is in the production of com in Ireland. Nothing is more conspicuous 
than the want of open and established corn-markets throughout the country; I know 
many counties in which wheat is hardly sown, Monaghan, Tyrone, Derry, Don- 
egal, Sligo, Mayo, Leitrim, Cavan, and in many of them be.cause there are no 
buyers for the grain if it was produced in some counties. The illicit distilleries. form 
the chief market for the sale of grain, and they are encouraged by landed pro- 
prietors as the means by which their tenants are enabled to pay their rents. I 
should observe, that the establishment of corn buyers at Kilrush, in the county of 
Clare, and Westport in the county of Mayo, of late years have had a conspicuous 
effect upon the cultivation of a district of country within twenty miles of 
those ports, which appears to me the best proof a demand will create culti- 
vation. 

How do you conceive the establishment of corn buyers, such as you refer to, is 
to be effected r — By an increased demand, which increased demand would be created 
by a revisal of the corn laws. 

. In speaking of a revisal of the corn laws, do you mean in increasing a prefer- 

ence to the farmers of England and Ireland, as compared with the import of 
foreign coi n ? — Certainly. 

Do you consider the present prices at which foreign corn is excluded from the 
markets of Britain, such as can give a decided preference to the grower of corn 
in any part of the United Kingdom over the foreign grower? — I conceive that 
foreign corn is let in to the injury of home farmers. 

Do you think the price at which it is now importable sufficient to give an 
adequate profit to the home grower ? — No ; I think not. 

What advance of that importation price do you consider would be sufficient to 
secure that adequate preference ?— I hardly think that 1 can answer that question, 
not having considered it lately, for I have lately been considering of other sub- 
jects, but I will consider of it, and inform the Committee at a future oppor- 
tunity. 

Do you think that by securing a full and decided preference to the home 
agriculture, sufficient supply for the consumers might be obtained in the course of a 
short time, at fair and reasonable prices ? — I have no doubt of it. 

Do you conceive that Ireland possesses the means of furnishing those supplies 
which we have hitherto derived from forergu countries, and in what period of time, 

considering 
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considering the late increase of her agriculture, do you imagine that supplies to Mr. 
sucli an extent could be furnished ? — I should think that Ireland possesses abundant Edward WahefUht^ 
capabilities ; and that she will improve in her agriculture according to the demand 
for her produce. 

Do you suppose that those supplies might be furnished by Ireland, independent 
of any increased growth of Great Britain ? — I have not a doubt of it. 

Which sort of grain is the climate and soil of Ireland best calculated to pro- 
duce, barley, oats or wheat, or peas or beans? — I should decidedly say oats, and that 
it is the least calculated for peas or tares ; I think I hardly ever saw tares that ripened 
in Ireland ; there are very good beans grown in the baronies of Bargie and Forth, in 
the county of Wexford. 

Has the growth of wheat increased much in Ireland within a few years past ? 

— It is very much increased, but it is still confined, speaking of wheat districts, 
to Kilkenny, Carlow, the county of Dublin, Meath and Louth, and parts of 1 ip- 
perary. 

Are other parts of Ireland equally suited for the growth of wheat? — Yes; 

I think so. 

Is the soil and climate of Ireland suited to the growth of barley? — I never saw 
any fine barley grown in Ireland ; and I am informed by the brewers there 
that no Irish barley will malt within 20 per cent of the best Hertfordshire 
barleys. 

Do you apprehend that to be owing to the soil, or the climate, or the mode of 
cultivation ? — I am unable to answer as to which of the three, or whether it 
is a combination of the whole ; I learn the fact from Mr. Conneilan, in Dublin, 
who is his own malstcr for bis brewery. 

Has the tillage of Ireland increased considerably within these last ten years? — 

Very considerably. 

Has much land, heretofore unproductive, been converted into tillage ? — Yes, tillage 
has increased certainly with the population. 

What description of lands is it that have principally been so converted into tillage, were 
they waste lands, or were they fine pasture-lands? — That depends upon the local cir- 
stances of what the land may have been itself. . 

Do not you think both descriptions of land have been converted into tillage ? : — Un- 
clou ted iy. 

Do you think the quantity of land converted into tillage is greater than that which 
would have followed the increase of population ? — I think it is. 

In-addition to the fossil manures which you have enumerated, is there great facility 
of obtaining sea-weed, and in great abundance, round the coast of Ireland? — In 
great abuudance on the western and southern coast, where it is gathered with great 
pains ; and I have observed that barley is grown in those districts within its reach. 

That is a species of manure applicable, at a very small expense, to the lands in 
the vicinity of the coast ? — I believe it is ; there is much lefs of it used on the eastern 
coasts of Ireland than on the western and southern coasts. 



Jovis, i° die Aprilis, 1813. 

Sir HENRY PARNELL, Baronet, in The Chair. 

Mr. John Killaly, called in, and Examined. 

HAVE you had any opportunities of being acquainted with the state of tillage Mr. John Killalv. 
in Ireland? — I have. v ^ 

State in what way ? — In travelling through- the country in the course of my business 
as a Civil Engineer. 

You have been many years an Engineer to tile Grand Canal Company ? — I have 
been. 

And are now Engineer to the Directors General of Inland Navigation ?— -I 
am. 

Are you not concerned in the Flour trade ?— I am ; I have a small mill- in Tullamore 
in King's County in Ireland. 

Have you observed any great increase in the tillage of Ireland in the course of 
late years ? — A very considerable increase. 

Is there much land now in grass fit to be converted into tillage ? — *A great 
deal. 

184. D Exclusive 
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Exclusive of the grass-lands particularly adapted to feeding cattle ?— I con- 
ceive there is a great deal of grass-land which might be converted into tillage inde- 
pendent of that. „ • • 

If the present demand for grain for export from Ireland to Great Britain was to 
increase very considerably, could Ireland raise sufficient to meet it?— I think it could 
raise a great deal more than it now does. . 

Could the land now under tillage be rendered much more productive by an un- 
proved system of cultivation ?— I conceive it could. 

About how many barrels of wheat an acre does the best land produce . L 
have understood about twelve barrels an acre is a considerable crop. 

IIow much is the lowest?— I believe about eight barrels an acre is considered a 
good average crop; and I mean to say that twelve barrels an acre is more than a 



common crop. 

Do you think, taking it generally throughout Ireland, the produce ot the country 
is ei'dit barrels an acre?— Tconceive not ; I should suppose about six is the present 
average, but I have spoken of a good average crop as eight, and an extraordinary 
crop as twelve. . . 

You speak of an Irish acre?— Yes, which is, in proportion to an English acre, as 
one hundred and ninety-six to one hundred and twenty-one; and when I speak of a 
barrel, I mean twenty stone, at fourteen pounds to the stone, or two hundred and 
eighty pounds to the barrel. _ . . . 

What is the general allowance for waste and drying in converting wheat into flour . 
—From one to two sione per barrel. 

Is it customary to dry all wheat in Ireland before it is made into flour ?— In some 
cases (particularly in summer time) it is bought so dry as to be what they call 
mill-free, but in general it requires drying. 

Is there any reason why the Irish produce should not be equal to the English.-— 

I believe there are parts of Ireland equally productive with England, the county oi 
Tipperary particularly. 

Do you think the corn would be as good ? — I do not think there can be better 
grain than Ireland produces ; I mean part of Ireland. 

Of wheat? — Yes, of wheat. 

Has there been of late any particular attention paid to procuring good seed ot 
wheat by the fanners ?— I know die farmers are very choice in buying of seed. 

Are there not great importations from England of seed ? There may be some, 
but English seed is not generally used in the country where I live. 

What do you conceive the cause of the land in Ireland capable of giving grain as 
you describe not being converted into tillage ? — I believe that the price of grain has 
not been high enough till lately to induce it. 

Do you think that a regular demand, and the certainty of a fair price, would be a 
means of non verting almost all these lands into tillage? A great proportion ot 
them I conceive would be converted into tillage ; but that would depend on the price 
being steady ; the price has varied very much of late years in Ireland ; a few years 
ago in the place where I live we could get good wheat at from 30$. to a guinea 
and a half a barrel, that we now pay upwards of 3 /. for. 

Do not you conceive that the increased tillage has risen in proportion to the 
prices the last two years ? — I think it has been a strong inducement for increasing 
the quantity of tillage. 

Do not you know of very good wheat being sold two years ago for twenty-five 
or thirty shillings a .barrel ? — 305. a barrel. 

Do vou conceive that price, under the present rents ot land, would repay the 
farmer ? —I understand not by any means. 

To- what extent has Inland Navigation been carried in Ireland?— A very consi- 
derable extent. 

Can vou. state generally the number of miles? — I believe there arc about one 
hundred” and fifty-five Irish miles of canal, or still-water navigation, communicating 
with the metropolis at present, and about two hundred Irish miles of river naviga- 
tion connected with these canals. _ _ r 

Have these canals contributed in your opinion very much to the tillage of Ireland. 
— I think they have very materially. 

Have there been markets for grain established upon the line of these canals ? — 
There have ; and those markets which have been formerly upon the banks yf the 
canal have been very much enlarged. 

Can you state any particulars respecting the market of luilamorc at which you 
reside ? — It has wonderfully increased of late years. 

1 S4. ” 
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If the canals were extended according to the plans now under the consideration Mr. John KUhly. 

of the Committee for Inland Navigation, would not the tillage of Ireland be thereby ' ^ 1 

greatly encouraged, and the regular supply of Irish grain in the English ’ market be 
placed on a very secure foundation r — I think the extending the Inland Navigation 
in Ireland would tend to produce those effects. 

is it probable that a great part of those grass-lands of which you have already 
spoken could be turned with profit into tillage without the assistance of water- 
carriage? — 1 think there would be by no means the same inducement, because it 
would be attended with great expense to transport the corn to market if they had 
not the advantage of water-carriage. 

Are you aware that large quantities of foreign grain have been imported into 
Great Britain, in each of the last twenty years r — 1 am, from a paper put into my 
hands. 

Has this import of foreign grain, in your experience, produced any effect upon 
the Irish market? — I believe it has a very sensible effect. 

Has it been productive in your opinion, of the fluctuations in the prices to 
w hich you have before alluded ? — I believe it has .been a great cause of it ; it pro- 
duces a very sensible effect upon the fanners when they hear there has been a 
great importation of foreign grain into England ; and I know it to make a 
difference of four or five shillings upon a barrel of wheat from one market 
to another, in the country parts of Ireland, and I believe in the Metro- 



polis too. 

If the price of the best wheat was forty shillings a barrel, and the price of the 
best oats fourteen shillings a barrel in the London market, could Irish wheat and 
oats be sent there with any profit to the Irish farmer ? — I think not. 

State generally your reasons? — I, asamiiler, should conceive I was making a 
very good bargain if I could lay in mv stock in the town of ‘Tullamore at 
forty shillings a barrel ; and I consume nearly three thousand barrels in the 
year. ; 

Dj you export your flour to England ? — No ; I have home consumption for it. 

What prices, in your judgment, ought Irish grain to bring in the Dublin market to 
afford a fair profit to the Irish farmer? — I do not think he would have a fall- .profit 
unless he got about t\yo guineas a barrel in the Dublin market for vvh&ft* "having 
the advantage of water-carriage to Dublin, which would be very little more than 
forty shillings in Tullamore. 

What price for oats?G~-I am not so well versed in that, but I should suppose 
iixteen or eighteen shillings a. barrel. 

What price for barley ? — -That 1 cannot say. 

Have the rents of lands increased very considerably within these few years in 
Ireland? — Very much indeed. 

Have the prices of labour increased very much ? — I think not in proportion. 

Have the general expenses of .living increased? — They are much greater than 
they were ; but that does not produce much effect upon the lower orders, as they 
principally live on potatoes. 

Do you know what difference there is in the prices of labour ? — The people are 
so anxious for work that there is but little increase in the price of labour.. I can 
get canal work done nearly as cheap now as I could some years back. 

Going ten years back? — It has not materially increased within that time. 

Not nearly so much as the price of land ? — No ; the price of land is in many parts 
of Ireland nearly doubled. 

Do you know what the price of freight and insurance of corn from Dublin to 
London is? — I do not. 

Do vou know the freightage and insurance to Liverpool ? - I do not ; but I know 
that the expense of tolls, freight and commission, on a barrel of wheat, sent Irom 
Tullamore by the Grand Canal to Dublin, a distance of forty-five miles, falls little 
-short of five shillings. 

What is the toll ? — Three pence a ton per mile on flour, meal, malt, &c ; and on the 
Grand Canal, two pence a ton for freight. 

Is not there limestone very, generally throughout all Ireland? — There are .very 
few parts of it known to me w hich do not abound with it. 

Can it be made into lime generally at a moderate expense?— It can, par- 
ticularly if culm or coals are convenient, if not they make it into lime with 
turf. 

Does not limestone-gravel abound in great quantities throughout Ireland ? — It is 
very general throughout Ireland. 

- ° What 
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A Join Xittnly.. What W your opinion of it ns a manure? — I am very little of a farmer but 
■ V ' — “- 1 I understand from others it is a most excellent manure. 

Can it be raised and put out upon the land at a moderate expense? — I 
think it can. 

Does it not form, generally speaking, the sub-soil of large tracts of Ireland ? — It 
dees ; it is a very short distance, in general, under the surface ; and 1 inrestone is so 
abundant that they make the roads very much of it in Ireland. 

Hare you been in many parts of Ireland where there is a deficiency of markets 
for corp - I have, that is to say, where the market is very poor and very little 

corn in it. 

Is it from want of roads or canals, do you conceive? — Canals would be beneficial 
to those parts. 

Is it from want of industry in the people? — The country is extremely barren in the 
parts 1 allude to, and there is but little corn grown ; but I think those parts would 
be highly benefited by a canal. 

Do you mean land tluit could not be converted into good land ? — Not without a 
very great expense. 

Have not you surveyed lately lines of canal extending northw ard from tire Royal 
Canal, and southward from the Grand Canal ? — I have. 

If those canals were completed would tlwfy not contribute to the converting of 
many hundred thousand acres of grass-land into tillage, provided the prices of com 
were such as to give a remunerative profit to the grower? — I think it would ; more 
particularly if the present prices were to continue. 

Do you think a certainty of two guineas a barrel in Dublin would be sufficient to 
induce the farmers to put more land into tillage ? — As it would, even with the advan- 
tage of water-carriage, as I mentioned before, be but a very moderate remuneration, 
it would not induce a great extent of tillage. 

At the present rent of land, do you conceive it would be a remuneration ?— I 
think it would leave a very small profit. 

What rent would land notv bring in the neighbourhood of Twllamore, that ten 
years ago would have let for forty shillings an acre? — 1 1. at least; as we considered 
that very good land ten years ago that w ould let for forty shillings an acre. 

What is the average price of land fit lor w heat in Ireland^ il to be let now ? — 
About fifty shillings I conceive. 

Do you think that the price of two guineas a barrel in Dublin market w ould bo 
et sufficient remuneration to a tenant paying fifty shillings an acre?— I think it would 
pay him poorly; but I believe it would leave him a small profit, I know that till 
w ithin these tew years, it was sold for that, and for less. 

Has the tillage of wheat increased much of late years in Ireland ?— I believe 
very much. 

Would the land let for fifty shillings an acre produce five barrels of wheat ? — It 
would produce more. 

Six barrels per acre? — Still more than that. 

Would it produce from seven to eight?— Yes, if well cultivated; a great deal 
depends upon the cultivation of it: The mode of cultivation in Tipperary, Kil- 
kenny, die. k very different from that in the part of the country where I live. I 
understand there b no such thing as fallow, at least they follow very little in the 
county of Tipperary, but constantly time the ground. 

You have examined all that country, have not you ? — I have, whilst laying out the 
canal In the county of Tipperary, and I believe in the' county of Kilkenny, l was 
told they are in tire habit of putting a barrel of rime to a square perch, or a hundred 
(md sixty barrels to the acre, and to renew that every third or fourth year. 

Do you know the produce of the acre there? — Very great. 

What band do you there speak of? — The common barrel of thirty-two gallons 
and a half. 

What description of land has generally been converted into tillage -land,, is it that 
which was formerly Hnpretkietive ? — No; very good pasture-land is turned into 
tillage, and land which has been unproductive is put into tillage under the new 
mode of cultivation. 

Have there been any extensive tracts of reck bog brought into tillage of late years 
in Ireland ? — There have been Some, but I cannot say to what extent. 

Is it- customary to reclaim cut-out bog, and: prepare it far. CRops of corn, by 
beginning with crops of rape? — That is very common, I understand, by burning. 

They burn the bog in that ease? — They do, and it make a most excellent manure; 
there is a great dead of rape grown in that way. 

lias 
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Has wheat been sold at forty sliilHifgs a barrel' at Tullaniore?— Not for. Mr. Jokn-KilWy. 
some years. ; v — u . — — £ 

Has it sold at that price sinfce the late . increase in the- price of land ?— I think 
it has. , 



Luna, 5 0 ' die dprilis, 1813. . , . : 

Sir HENRY PA'RNELl, Baronet, in, The Chair. 

Benjamin Shaw, Esq. a Member of the House, and Examined.* 

ARE you acquainted with the premiums of insurance, freight, and, other expenses Benjamin Shat), Esq. 

in transporting grain from Ireland to Great Britain ? — The freight from Cork,, and w 

I suppose front Waterford, Yough'all ‘and Dublin, would be froinVix' to -Wven shil- 
lings an English quarter; the Insurance will vary, according to the period of the year, 
from one and a half per cent, to live per cent. Understanding what I was to be 
examined to, I have obtained from our factors here a pro forma account of sales of 
wheat,, of, barley, and of oats, which, jf you. please, I will put in, and. I believe that 
will connect the evidence, and show the whole expense ;o£ Winging. it here. 

.[ft was delivered in and readj as follows :] _ 

Pro forma A C C O U N T S A L E S of 1 ,ooo barrels of Wheat, 1 ,000 barrels 
of Barley, and t,ooo barrels of Oats, from Ireland, sold in London, from the 
ship, by Scott, Garnett & Palmer. 

Ex ship, Wheat, filers, at 1 10s. per qr. - , £. 3,377 — 

Weight of a Barrel, Freight, &c. as per agreement. - . . 

•rt 28° lbs. . Mctage, &c. - - Jj. 12 . 5 7 

le ^'57 ibs IGlate ^ Commission and delcredere 64 9.5 

* ~~ 76 15 — 



* «£~ 3.300 .5 — 



Ex ship. Barley, 60S qrs. at 50s. per'qr. - £. 1,520 . 

Weight of a barrel, Metage, &c. - - - £; 20- 5 4 

fTM , 2 r 4 , lbs \ Commission and delcredere 38'-— — 

The bushel estimated 0 

at ‘46 lbs. “ * * ~ " 5 ® 5 4 

*£.1,461 14’ 8 

Ex ship, Oats, 612 qrs- at 42 s. per. qr. £. 1,285 4 — 

Weight of a barrel, . Metage, See. . -.- *£! 18, 7 3 

1 9 6 J1 )S -. Commission and delcredere - 28. 3 — 

1 he bushel estimated c 

at 40 lbs. 46 10 3 

. . £■ L238 13 0 



In case it should be necessary to land the grain, the extra expenses will be, 

On Wheat, about 15. 8 d. per qr. and 105. 6 J. per 100 qrs. per week) j? or gnuuiry rent. 
Barley, - - is. 8 d. - - and 105. 6d. - - - - - - -> turning, and insur- 

Oats, - - 15 . 61 /. - - and . gs.'otl. ------ A “ce.fitfm fire. 

April 2d, 1813. 

Have there been any considerable quantities of Irish grain brought into the 
market ? — There have been considerable quantities of oats lately imported from 
Ireland. 

Can you state of what quality ?— A considerable part of them were potato-oats, 
the quality of which was very well esteemed. 

Mr. Gerard Callaghan , called in, and Examined. 

ARE you concerned in the corn trade of Ireland ? — Yes, I am. 

In what house ? — I am concerned in the corn trade as a corn merchant, as a 
miller, and as a distiller, in the house of Daniel Callaghan & Sons. 

Where do you carry on your business ? — In Cork. 

What are the freight,' insurance, and other charges, in transporting grain from the 
principal ports in Ireland to the principal ports in Great Britain ? — The expense 

184. E of 
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Gerard Callaghan* 



ited image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



,8 MINUTES of EVIDENCE taken before The COMMITTEE 

jif r of conveying corn from Ireland to Great Britain varies according to the season of 

Gerard Callaghan, tJjg year, as insurances may be moderate, or otherwise, and as freights may be cheap 
or otherwise ; but I calculate, in rather a rough way, that the expense of both together 
may be taken thus ; 



From the Western Ports of Ireland, as Limerick, Westport, Galway, and Sligo, 
To the Clyde, Liverpool, and Bristol : 



Wheat 


- - - per 20 stone - - - - 


from 


51. - - to - - 7 s. 


Oats - 


- - - — 14 — - - - - 


— 


3 5 . 4 S. 


Barley 


- - - — 16 — - - - - 

To the Poi'ts in the English Channel : 




4 s. 5 s - 


Wheat 


- - - per 20 stone - - - - 


from 


6 s. - - to - 10 5 . 


Oats - 


- - - — 14 — - - - - 


— 


45. 6d. 75. 


Barley 


. . . —16 — - - - - 

To London : 




5-r. 8s, 


Wheat 


-- - - per 20 stone - - - - 


from 


75. - - to - 12 5 . 


Oats - 


- - - — 14 — - - - - 


— 


5 5 . 85 . 


Barley 


- - - —16 — - - - - 


— 


6 5. 95. 


From the 


Southern Ports of Ireland, as Cork, 


Youghall, and Waterford; 



To the Clyde, Liverpool, and Bristol: 

Wheat - -- - per 20 stone - - - - from 3 s. 6d. to - - 5 s. 

Oats- - - - — 14 — .... — 2s. - 3 s - 

Barley . - - — 16 — - - - — 2s. 6d. — - - 3 s - od. 

To the Ports in the English Channel : 

Wheat - - - per 20 stone - - - - from 45. 8d. to - - 6 s. 8d. 

Oats- - - - —14 — ----- — 2s. 8 d. 4 -s- 

Barley _ - - — 16 — • - - - - — 3s. 4d. 4 s - 9& 

To London: 

Wheat - - - per 20 stone - from 6 s. - - to - 10 s. 

Oats 14 — ---- — 4 s - 6*- 

Barley - - - — 16 — - - - * — 5 s - " 7 s - 



From Dublin and the North-east Ports of Ireland ; 

To the Clyde, Liverpool, and Bristol: 

Wheat- •- - - per 5 o stone - - - - from 2 s. 6 d. to - - 3$. 6 d. 

Oats- •- i - — 14 — --- - — 1 s.6d. 2 S.61L 

Barley - . - — 16 — - - - - — 2*. - 3s. 

From Dublin to the Ports in the English Channel and London : 

Wheat - - - per 20 stone} 

Oats - - - - — 14 — \ - - - about the same as from Cork. 

Bailey - - - »- 16 — 3 

I mean the extreme rates to apply when insurances are dearest, (in the winter 
season), and when freights are cheapest, according as vessels may be plenty or 
scarce ; and the lowest rates to apply under the opposite circumstances. 

Are the prices you have mentioned in English money ? — Yes. 

Since what period has Ireland exported corn so largely as she does at present ? 
— I believe the advancement of Ireland in agriculture may be dated from about the 
year 1782 ; since that period her agriculture, and of course her exports, have been 
progressively increasing. 

Did not the Act of )8oC for making the trade ingrain between Ireland and Great 
Britain free, contribute very much to the extension ot tillage in Ireland, and to the 
export of Great Britain ?— Very materially to one, and consequently to the other. 

Has much grain been exported from Ireland to the Peninsula within the last 
year ? — Within the last three years very considerable quantities have been exported 
to the Peninsula. 

Could Ireland grow such an additional quantity of grain as would enable her to 
export much more than she now does i — I think certainly she could. 

1S4. Have 
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Have the prices of grain of late years in Ireland been steady or fluctuating? — Mr. 

Of - late years they have been fluctuating generally.; progressively advancin'* from Gerard Callaghan. 

the commencement of the season to the end of it. ” ° 

Have the variations in price been very sudden and very considerable ?• — They 
have been, very considerable, and sometimes very sudden. 

To what cause do you attribute those sudden alterations in prices? — When 
markets are dependent upon an external demand the fluctuations must generally be 
sudden, much more so of course than when it is subject to the effect only'of an inter- 
nal demand, and to that I attribute the suddenness of the alteration. 

Has the occasional import of foreign grain into Great Britain produced any sud- 
den and great effect upon the prices of the Irish market? — The importations of 
foreign corn into Great Britain certainly have kept down the price of corn in Ire- 
land of late years ; but I do net remember an instance of any importation of the 
kind having any sudden effect upon the markets of Ireland, or upon the prices of 
Irish corn in this market. 



If the prices had not been so kept down, would not the tillage of Ireland have 
been proportionally extended to the greater price that grain would have borne in 
the Irish markets ?■ — As a general principle, of course the higher price corn bears 
the greater encouragement is there for tillage; and I conceive I am warranted in 
saying, that if corn had borne higher prices at certain times within the last eight years 
since the year 1 804, that the tillage would have increased much more than it has in 
Ireland. 



Do you know the regulations of the Act of the 44 George III. Cap. 109, under 
which foreign grain is allowed to be imported into Great Britain ?— 1 kuow the scale 
by which the importation and exportation duties are regulated. 

What are the prices of wheat, barley and oats at which foreign grain may be 
imported at the low duty into Great Britain? — When wheat is over 66 s. per 
quarter, foreign wheat may be imported at a duty of only eight pence ; when oats 
are over 22 s. foreign oats may be imported at a duty of only four pence per quar- 
ter; and when barley is over 335. a quarter, they may be imported at a duty of only 
four pence ; and no distinction is made between British and foreign shipping. 

Could Irish grain be imported into Great Britain with any profit to the grower for 
such prices? — Oh, not at present, undoubtedly. 

W hat prices, in your opinion, should the several sorts of grain bear on an average of 
the twelve maritime districts of England to afford a fair profit to the Irish farmer? — 
It is very difficult for any one to say ; and I am not prepared to say what prices 
would requite the Irish farmer for his produce paying the present rents, so much de- 
pending upon the quantum and the quality of his produce. What might now be 
considered a protecting maximum for the English or the Irish farmer would in the year 
1 804 have been considered a starvation price. If the rents of land should continue 
from any causes to advance during the war, of course any standards made with refer- 
ence to the present rents would require revision and alteration, and so they would in 
the event of peace, if, as is generally supposed, the rents of land should fall with the 
diminution of taxation ; but I conceive, that on a general principle, any maxime or 
minime now fixed should be such as not only to afford protection to the Irish and 
the English farmer, but an encouragement to him to improve his system of culture, 
and extend his tillage. 



Is the soil and climate of Ireland peculiarly adapted to the growth of wheat? — I 
do not think the soil generally of Ireland is adapted peculiarly to the growth of wheat ; 
I may be wrong; but 1 should copceivc, take it generally, it is more adapted to the 
growth of oats. 

Is there not very good wheat grown in Ireland? — Certainly there is, and a great 
deal of land at present in grass that might grow very good wheat. 

Has the cultivation of wheat been much extended of late years in Ireland ?— Yes, it 
has certainly, proportionally with the increase of tillage. 

Has the quality of the grain been much improved ? — Xot very much ; I think it has 
more in one part of Ireland than any other, that is in the counties of Limerick, 
Clare and Tipperary. 

Is there not a considerable quantity of land particularly well adapted for the 
growth of wheat at a great distance from the sea, and from any Inland Navigation? — 
Every person acquainted with the locality of Ireland must know that there is. 

Do you know what the average import of wheat into England from foreign coun- 
tries is for twenty years?— If I have added it up right, the average for the last twenty 
years of wheat imported from foreign parts has been 478,000 quarters. 

What 
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Mr. What is the paper from which you take that calculation? — A paper showing the 

Gerard Callaghan. q Uan tity of corn and grain of all sorts imported into Great Britain from 1792 to 
' w 1 181 2, both inclusive. 

If the necessity of importing so largely into Great Britain should continue to exist, 
could Ireland provide a considerable portion of that quantity of wheat if the system 
of cultivating the tillage-land of Ireland were improved, and if more grass-land were 
converted into tillage ? — If the army in the Peninsula and in the West Indies should 
have no further occasion for any corn from Ireland, and if Great Britain should con- 
tinue to require an additional supply of 500,000 quarters, I think Ireland might pro- 
vide it: I form my opinion thus; "if you add the quantity of corn exported to the 
Peninsula to the quantity exported to Great Britain in the laft year, exceeding the 
average of former years” there is reason- to suppose, that by an improved system 
of cu'Fture, and some increase of tillage, that additional supply of 500,000 quarters 
may be procured from Ireland. 

Have the ports been opened for the export of grain from Ireland to foreign coun- 
tries at any period since the passing of the Act of 43 Geo. III.?— I do not apprehend 
the average prices have at any time since the year 1804 permitted the unrestrained 
export of° corn to foreign parts ; if it did at any time it was in the year 1 804. I judge 
relatively from the average prices in Great Britain contained in this printed docu- 
ment. 

Would a free export of grain from Ireland to foreign countries , contribute to the ex- 
tension of the tillage of Ireland? — I should conceive that would be one of its conse- 
quences ; but such' an advantage, accompanied by disadvantages, might be purchased 
too dearly under certain circumstances. 

Can you give the Committee any information as to the manner and regulations 
nnder which the foreign export of corn now takes place from Ireland?— The export 
to foreign countries is admissible at present only on giving bond that it shall be ap- 
plied to the use of His Majesty’s forces under the 46th of the King, cap. 97, the 
Corn Intercourse A&. When first the army went to the Peninsula, the exportation 
was permitted from some ports without the bonds being taken, in ignorance of the 
law which permitted the expoFt ; but the Government finding that the quantity ex- 
ported had been excessive, when it was wanted at home, caused an inquiry to be 
made into the practice; since when, by a general order of the Board of Customs, the 
law has been rigidly attended to in ' all the ports of Ireland, and bonds regularly 
given on the exportation of any corn to foreign parts. 

Do yoip conceive that any inconvenience could arise from allowing the export to 
foreign countries to be free in the same manner as to Great Britain, preserving a dis- 
cretiorfaFy power in the Lord Lieutenant and Council, upon notice of a certain kind, 
to stop' that foreign exportation? — If that discretion were wisely and discreetly used, 
I should conceive no inconvenience could result from such a regulation ; but if it were 
used so as to produce unexpected fluctuation, it would be disadvantageous* inasmuch 
as it may defeat the speculations and expectations of the Irish farmer. 

Do you think that the export could be freely permitted without such power ? — No, 
I conceive not ; certainly not. 

(’an you state what effect the stoppage of the distillation from corn has had upon 
the Irish grain markets? — It has had the effect of reducing barley to an unnaturally 
low price;. it is at present in Ireland at a much lower price than oats. By a Cork 
paper of the' 30th March, I see oats quoted 52 to 55* per 33 stone; barley 48 to 
52 s. per 36 stone, and the Peninsula being most abundantly supplied with barley ; 
and as I am told a prospect of a very good harvest in the southern provinces of Spain ; 
and barley, particularly of inferior qualities being very cheap in Great Britain, I do 
not know what will be done with the quantity of barley that now remains on hand in 
Ireland, until the distillation be opened. Barley is not vendible in Cadiz, from 
whence corn has been sent to Lisbon ; and the Commissary will not buy. 



Martis, 6 ° die Aprilis, 1813 . 

Sir HENRY PARNELL, Baronet, in the Chair. 

Mr. Gerard Callaghan , called in, and Examined. 

v ,. I S there any act of Parliament in Ireland requiring returns to be made to any 

Gerard Callaghan, public office of the prices of grain in the principal markets of that kingdom ? — I 

11- J am not aware of any law that obliges the dealers in corn, generally, in Ireland, to 

make any return to the chief magistrate, but .1 rather think each principal town has 

a byc- 
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a bye-law that requires it, and that it is imperative upon those chief magistrates M r - 
to make a return to the register of corn returns in Dublin. ^Gerard C allaghan. 

■Is any accurate account taken of the prices of grain in the Cork market? — I 
don't think there is, as accurate as might be. 

Do you believe those returns to which you have alluded are made correctly by 
•the chief magistrates ? — I don’t think they return accurately the current prices of 
the corn in those markets. I don't think they are returned as accurately as they 
ought to be. 

Do you know the manner in which those returns of prices are calculated?— 

I can speak more particularly to Cork, than to any part. Returns are made by the 
millers and flour-factors to the mayor, of the quantities of w heat and flour bought 
and sold during the week, for the purpose of striking the assize of bread ; but I 
■don’t think the persons who are dealers in wheat, and not dealers in flour, make 
any return to the mayor. But the system in Limerick is extremely correct; there 
•it is in the power of the chief magistrate to make a most accurate return, and in 
Drogheda likewise. I cannot speak as to Waterford. 

Can you speak as to Dublin? — No, I cannot ; but I should think they are made 
•accurately. 

Do you know of any corn having been imported into Great Britain or Ireland 
.since the late favourable change of affairs on the continent? — I only know of three 
•cargoes of oats, and one cargo of wheat. When those cargoes arrived, it was sup- 
posed they were only the forerunners of considerable supplies, and that the markets 
•would fall ; but two of those cargoes having been purchased to be exported to 
Sweden, that effect was not produced at the time, but large quantities of oats having 
since arrived from the eastern countries, and there being an expectation of the 
ports of Holland being opened to export, the price of oats in London has fallen 
inear ten shillings within these three weeks. 

When the ports of Holland have been free, have not oats been brought across 
to London, at less expense, and with . more expedition, than from Ireland? — The 
intercourse with Holland generally is as expeditious as with Ireland, and they are 
acquainted with the fluctuations of the markets full as well as the Irish are ; and I 
■understand they half load vessels, carrying about 800 barrels, until an easterly 
•or a -northernly wind comes, when they fill them up, and sometimes make their 
passage into the Thames in forty-eight hours. 

Is not American flour totally excluded for the present from being imported into 
Ireland, and has not it been so for some years? — Yes, the 5th section of the 47th of 
-the King, chapter 16, which is a revenue-regulation bill, applicable to Ireland, 
re-enacts part of an old Irish law, prohibiting every kind of flour, except British, 
from Ireland, and makes it liable to forfeiture. 

Has that exclusion proved beneficial to the corn merchant, miller, and farmer?— =- 
-I think it gave confidence and protection to the miller, and of course he was able 
to give a better and steadier price for the corn. 

Which will he least liable to damage on a voyage, wheat or flour? — If the wheat 
be kiln dried, it will hold much longer than flour made from wheat not kiln dried. 

If the wheat he well kiln dried, and the flour made therefrom be well packed, it will 
hold for tvio years. 

Will flour made of wheat, .kiln dried, keep longer than wheat itself kiln dried? 

— If the flour be well packed in a solid body, I think it will. 

What measures do you conceive generally are best calculated to encourage the 
growth of corn in Ireland ? — Whatever measures will give the best price and cer- 
tainty of sale to the farmer are best calculated to that end. Those measures, in a 
general way, I conceive, are the admitting of foreign export as much as can with 
safety be done, excluding foreign corn as much as it may be prudent to do, and 
increasing the consumption at home in the breweries and distilleries as much as 
with prudence and propriety can be done. 

Has not frequent interference with the distilleries in Ii eland contributed very 
much to lower the price of grain, and discourage tillage there? — It tended to cause 
great fluctuations in the price of corn, and by that effect to discourage the farmer 
to a certain degree ; but I don't recollect the Parliament ever interfering in stopping 
the distilleries in Ireland, but when imperiously called upon. 

Is not the present depressed state of the market for barley in Ireland, owing to 
the existing prohibition of distilling from grain ? — Certainly it is. 

Is the price of barley a sufficient price to afford profit to those who have grown 
it in Ireland ?— I don’t think it is at present ; certainly the price is very dispropor- 
tionate to the prices of wheat and oats. 

1 84- F I* 
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Mr. Is there a very large stock of bailey on hand at present in Ireland ? — I should 

Gerard. Callaghan- think there is. 

V ' In what manner is it probable that can be disposed of ? — Indeed I don't know 

any vent there will be for barley for the remainder of the year, but in the breweries, 
and they will only take the best quality for malting. 

Was the crop of last year in general a crop of good quality, or of inferior quality 



in Ireland ? — It was not so good as in the previous year. 

Is a great deal of the Stock on hand of an inferior description, not fit for malt- 
ing for the breweries ? — I should think it is ? 



Can that inferior kind of barley be used in the distilleries ? — Yes. 

Is there reason to expect a great deal of foreign corn to be imported into Great 
Britain in the course of this year ? — I have been informed there is a great quantity 
of wheat in Holstein that must be exported — I have reason to know that vessels 
have been sent out to Russia to bring back wheat — should Dantzic fall, as there is 
every reason to expect it will, a considerable quantity of wheat will come from thence, 
but not near so much as may be generally supposed from the lateness of the period at 
which it may fall, and Thorn being still in possession of the French ; for the greater 
supply of corn shipped from Dantzic is brought down the Vistula from beyond 
Thorn. — There is a superabundance of wheat in the ports of the Black Sea, which 
has lately come to Lisbon and Cadiz, and which certainly might be brought into 
this country to great advantage. — I have heard likewise of vessels having been 
sent to Chili in South America to bring quantities of wheat to Lisbon, which will 
stand, after paying an insurance of 30 per cent, not more than fifty shillings the 
barrel of twenty stone; and I have heard of fifty thousand quarters of wheat having 
been bought in Egypt, either for account of Government, or by persons generally 
employed by them. — I have also understood that the warehouses in the ports of the 
Black Sea are overloaded with wheat ; and that the supplies would have appeared in 
the Peninsula earlier than they did, but for the plague that raged in that part of the 
world ; but now the summer season is coming on, which is best calculated for the 
Greek ships, I have no doubt very considerable quantities will be brought from 
thence to the Peninsula, and perhaps to Great Britain. 

Do you think the markets in the Peninsula are abundantly supplied, and that 
there will be any surplus drawn from thence for the use of this country ?-— The 
markets are abundantly supplied, and the flour is as cheap as it is here ; but I don’t 
think any supplies would be re-exported from thence to this country. The law there 
prevents it. 

Will there be a surplus after supplying the Peninsula to come to this country r— 
There will be more corn to be shipped from the Black Sea than the Peninsula 
will want, of course the excess may be brought to this country. 

Do you know any thing of the state of the corn markets in France ? — -I under- 
stand they are higher than they have been accustomed to be, they having found it 
necessary to enter upon the consumption of the new crop so much sooner than in 
former years, as was the case in this country. 

Do you know what the prices of grain are in France ? — No, I do not, but I could 
procure information for the Committee. 



Mr. George Grierson, called. 

Mr. Geo. Grierson. HAVE you held any quantity of land in your own hands in Ireland ? — About seven 
*■ 1 hundred acres. 

I believe you are a member of the Farming Society in Ireland ? — Yes, I am. 

Have you constantly attended their meetings ? — I have, at Dublin and Bal- 
linasloe. 

You are a member of the Committee for managing the affairs of the Society ? — 
Yes. 

And have been from the commencement of the Society? — Yes. 

In your opinion, what prices should the different sorts of grain bring in the 
Dublin market to yield a fair profit to the farmer? — I don’t think wheat could be 
sold by the farmer at a fair profit under fifty shillings a barrel; and oats I should 
suppose twenty shillings a fair market price at fourteen stone to the barrel. 

Barley? — Barley 40 s. a barrel. 

Do you speak of the best species of each grain? — Yes. 

Can you say what is the quality of different sorts of grain of Irish growth as 
compared with that of English growth ? — I have seen samples, sent to the Society 
for premiums, nearly equal in weight to the best samples of the English imported ; 
the samples of oats of Irish growth were better last year than the English samples. 

184. Has 
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Has the quality of Irish grain been of late years much improved ? — I believe a [ r . Geo. Grierson. 

the last five or six years very considerably in Ireland. I have known wheat of a 1 v / 

better sample than formerly, and to weigh from sixty to sixty-three pounds per 
bushel. 

Has there been much wheat imported for the purposes of seed into Ireland ? — 

Not so much as five or six years ago certainly. 

Has there been any extensive improvement generally in the tillage of wheat in 
Ireland ? — Very much so; the implements made use of are better; the ploughs are 
better ; and they till the land better a good deal than formerly. 

Is the acreable produce much increased ? — I think it is. 

Is the land now under tillage for the growth of wheat capable of being ren- 
dered much more productive by increased attention on the part of the fanner ?— By 
the improved system of agriculture I suppose it is capable of great improvement. 

I look upon it the ground that produces six barrels of wheat now per acre might 
be made to produce nearly nine barrels an acre, and so in proportion with regard 
-to other crops. 

Are not some of the lands in Ireland best calculated for growing wheat at a 
considerable distance from the sea and Inland Navigations ? — Yes ; the county of 
Tipperary is a very good county for wheat, and great parts of the counties of Kil- 
kenny, Limerick and Cork, are not near. 

Does not Ireland abound with natural manures particularly adapted to the im- 
provement and extension of tillage ? — It does ; there are few counties that have not 
limestone-quarry, limestone gravel, or marie. 

What is the common course of managing lands in tillage as to manuring, drain- 
ing, cropping, plowing, &c. ? — In general very inferior ; they don’t drain ; and their 
lands are all dirty ; the implements they make use of are badly calculated to tiH 
the ground well ; there is room for a great improvement. 

Is not the establishment for making farming instruments connected with the 
Farming Society? — It is under their patronage. 

How long has that establishment existed ? — Since 1 803, I think it is eight or 
nine years. 

Have the annual sales of improved implements been very considerable? — Very 
considerable, and increasing every year. 

Have you any memorandum as to the value ?— -No ; I have not any me- 
morandum. 

What kind of implements are most upon sale ? — The Scotch plough and harrow, 
the turnip drill, and a better kind of cart, called a Scotch cart. 

Have other establishments of the same kind arisen in consequence of this in 
different parts of the country? — Yes; many boys have been instructed as carpen- 
ters, and gone out and settled in other parts of the country. 

Are green crops common in Ireland? — They are not common, but they are in- 
creasing ; the farmers who pursue improved agriculture are all getting into green 
crops. I suppose there are fifty turnip drills sold for one more than there were 
five years ago. 

Is the use of clover general in Ireland ?■— -It is increasing very much. 

Is it generally made use of? — No; not generally, but it is certainly increasing 
very much. 

What is the customary course of crops throughout Ireland ? — I have known five 
crops of corn taken successively till the ground could bear no more ; and wheat 
generally fallow, and seldom lav the ground down with seed of any kind ; in general 
the system of tillage is very bad. 

Do you conceive that the introduction of certain covenants with regard to the 
cropping of lands in leases would be productive of improved management and 
cultivation of land ? — I think a correct system of husbandry would tend to enrich 
the farmer, and enable him to pay his rent better. 

Do you think such a system would be promoted by covenants of this kind ? — I 
think so, certainly. 

Are there not very considerable tracts of coarse wet land, hills, and mountains in 
Ireland, which might be rendered fit for tillage at such a rate of expense as would 
make them more profitable to the occupiers of them than they are present? — A 
great deal of such land properly drained would be very valuable in tillage, which is 
now lying waste. 

Is there a very considerable quantity of land of that description ?— A very con- 
siderable quantity. 

In 
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3fr Geo Grierson- In every part of the kingdom ?— In every part i am acquainted with. 

f ^ Is irrigation made use of to any extent? — Not to any extent ; but it is found very 
serviceable to those who follow -it. 

Is it calculated, in your opinion, to produce very great improvement ? — It improves 
meadow ground very much ; the reason I conceive, is, that the water is impregnated 
with calcarious matter, which becomes manure. 

Have the prices. of grain of late years in Ireland been steady or fluctuating? — • 
More steady than usual since 1 8ob, and since the A6t of Parliament passed for 
making the corn trade free between Great Britain and Ireland. 

Some fluctuations have occasionally taken place ? — Yes. 

; Have they -been sudden, or to any great degree of variation? — They have. 

What, in your opinion, can they be fairly attributed to? — Owing to the corn 
grower not knowing whether he shall have a market or not. 

° What do you think they can be fairly attributed to ?— To the import of a quan- 
tity of grain, at the time the grower don’t expect it, into Great Britain. 

You mean foreign grain ? — Yes. 

Would it not contribute to establish a steady price for grain in Ireland, and there- 
by to encourage the extension of tillage, if there were such regulations for the import 
of foreign grain into Great Britain as would give a preference to Irish grain in the 
British markets over the grain of foreign countries ? — Undoubtedly it would. 

Do vou not think that such regulations are now wanting to protect the Irish farmer 
from the injurious effects that may arise from the present state of the continent in 
respect to the opening of those ports from which grain has usually been exported to 
Great Britain ? — I do certainly. 

Are you aware that Great Britain has imported foreign grain amounting in value, 
on an average for the last fifteen years to three millions yearly ? — Yes, by reference 
to a paper printed by order of the House of Commons I find it is so. 

If Great Britain should continue to stand in need of so large a supply in addition 
to her own growth of grain, could Ireland materially contribute to provide it? — Ma- 
terially, -certainly, to what extent I cannot say; I think the produce of the land now in 
-tillage would beincreassed one half by the improved system of husbandry; and a great 
deal of land might be brought into tillage that is not now. 

A great deaf of land now not under tillage might be brought in ? — A great deal 

And the land in tillage might be improved? — Yes. 

Do you conceive that the establishment of a free trade in grain in 1 806 between 
Ireland and Great Britain has produced a very considerable extension of tillage in 
Ireland? — Very considerable ; it gave great encouragement. 

Has the condition of small farmers, and the lower orders of people, progressively 
improved with the advance of the prices of grain and the extension of tillage ?--I think 
so decidedly. 

Is not their condition very much bettered than it was some years ago iih respect to 
their habitations, clothing and diet? — Very much ; they are more orderly in their 
appearance, and about their places, and conduct in every respect. 

Has not their behaviour become progressively more orderly, and more amenable to 
the laws in proportion as their condition has improved ?-— Certainly, in a very high de- 
gree, ^ls far as my observations have gone. 



APPENDIX 
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